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2018 News 

17 Dec 2019 - The band end of year function was hosted by the Bedford family, who outdid themselves in 
delivering an afternoon that was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. The band members reflected on 
2018, which has been a very successful year for DRPB. The band has enjoyed a continued influx of new 
members, as well as increasing numbers of new learners looking to learn pipes and drums. The standard 
of the bands playing has also continued to improve, with the band wining the SA Pipe Band Championships 
(Grade 4) in Benoni in July, and the drum corps winning the South African Champion of Champions 
competition. The band has been engaged in a number of parades and concerts throughout the year, and 
raised much needed funds that have been used to purchase new uniforms, instrument spares and a new 
drum. Durban Regiment Pipe Band would like to thank everyone who has supported the band through the 
year. We wish you a happy Christmas and New Year, and look forward you your continued support in 2019.  
 
15 Dec 18 - DRPB took part the in the annual SPCA Carols by Candlelight. In addition to a wonderful 
assortment of carols, spectators were treated to a pipe band (DRPB) and Celtic dancing display (by Celtic 
Heartbeat). Mist and a light rain did not deter a health crowd from supporting this worthy cause, and all 
enjoyed good music and food in the scenic surrounds of the SPCA Gardens. Thank you to all who 
supported.   
 
Armistice Day Parade - DRPB was out in force to take part in the annual Armistice Day Memorial Parade 
on the evening of 11 Nov 2018. Armistice Day marks the end of the Great War, and is observed around the 
world as a tribute to all those who fell during the war and all subsequent wars. The band joined a massed 
band that led the M.O.T.H parade from the old Durban City Hall to the Cenotaph. A short service was 
delivered at the Cenotaph. 
 
The parade featured in a BBC NEWS CLIPPING (See below) 
 
 



 
 
 
Battles O’er Memorial Tribute - DRPB was proud to join more than 2000 other pipers and drummers from 
around the world, who took park in the “Battles O’er” memorial tribute on 11 Nov 2018. The international 
event marked the 100th Anniversary of the end of World War 1. The pipes and drums signalled the start of 
the day of remembrance, with the playing of “When the Battler Oer’ at the stroke of 6am. Pipers and 
drummers in Durban congregated at the Cenotaph near the Durban City Hall. Additional events were held 
throughout the day. Anyone interested in viewing details of participants and the sequence of events around 
the world can do so at www.brunopeek.co.uk.    
 
The event was publicised in a MERCURY NEWS CLIPPING (see below) 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
SS Mendi Memorial Service  - DRPB joined the massed band at the SS Mendi Memorial Garden near to 

the Maritime Museum in the Durban Harbour on 11 Nov 18 to remember those who perished on the SS 



Mendi during World War 1. The massed band played a moving rendition of Amazing grace against the 
spectacular backdrop of the port in the early morning light. The troop ship was carrying South African troops 
to Europe when it stuck another ship and sunk in a dense fog off the Isle of Wight, killing 616 troops on 21 
February 1917. The overwhelming majority of the troops were black South Africans, and there are moving 
write ups available on Wikipedia and SA Military History websites describing the terror faced by those 
aboard and the extreme bravery and honourable demonstrated during the tragic event.     
 
Remembrance Sunday Service - DRPB supplied 2 pipers for the annual Remembrance Sunday service 

at the Durban Cenotaph on 11 Nov 2018. The SANDF and South Africa joined other countries from around 
the world in remembering those who fell during the Great War and all subsequent wars. Wreaths were 
placed by a number of dignitaries and representatives from various military, diplomatic, public and civil 
societies.             
 
FNB 10km Fun Run - Durban Regiment Pipe Band entertained the runners at entertainment station S4 at 
the annual FNB 10 km Fun Run on 14 Oct 18. Many thousands of runners took to the streets, with the 
leaders flying past and the stragglers stopping to dance or take photos. Well done to all who took part. The 
band also was especially pleased to include Greg Reading (side) and Mark Goodwin (tenor), who have 
recently joined the band and were appearing in the band uniform for the first time.      
 
Music from Scotland The annual KZN Piping and Drumming Society Fund Raiser was held on 9 Sep 2018 

at DLI Hall. The event was very well attended, with the largest audience in recent memory. Durban 
Regiment Pipe Band performed, along with NMR Pipe Band, PMN Callies Pipe Band, 1 Med Pipe Band, 
and highland dancers. Thank you to all who supported the event. The funds raised will be used to continue 
developing piping and drumming in KZN. 
 
Last Night of the Proms - The British Cultural and Heritage Societies annual fundraiser was held on 5 
August 2018 at the Durban Playhouse Opera theatre. The Last Night of the Proms concert is a firm annual 
favourite, featuring the KZN Philharmonic Orchestra and other guest performers. Durban Regiment Pipe 
Band played outside of theatre to welcome arriving guests. The band also opened the second half of the 
concert, playing Castle Dangerous, followed by a lively medley, and then a stirring rendition of the 
Commonwealth Anthem (including the orchestra, choir and pipe bands). It was difficult to spot free seats 
from the stage, well done to the organisers, and thank you to all those who attended for a memorable 
afternoon.   
 
Durban Concours d’ Elegance - Car enthusiasts were treated to the annual elite car show held at the 

Durban Country Club on 12 Aug 18. The show offered something for everyone, with over 300 cars ranging 
from rare early models to recent super cars. Durban Regiment Pipe Band made appearances through the 
day, and played at the prize giving held against the spectacular backdrop of the Bay of Natal. The next 
show is  must see for 2019.     
 
South African Champion of Champions - The South African Champions of Champions competition is 
decided based on the cumulative results of competing pipe bands in the three championship gatherings 
held in South Africa each year (South Coast, Pretoria and Benoni). The 2018 results were announced at 
the Benoni championships, and are considered to represent bands overall rankings in South Africa. The 
Durban Regiment Pipe Band drums Corps were delighted with a 1st place, winning the South African 
Champion of Champions in Gr 4. Durban Regiment Pipe Band was placed 2nd overall, with Knysna and 
Districts pipe band winning Grade 4 by 2 points.   
 
South African Championships -  Durban Regiment Pipe Band headed to Benoni to compete in the annual 
South African Championships on 28 July 2018. It was a bumpy start to the trip, with the restaurant selected 
for dinner delivering cold food 2 hours after ordering, and the B&B accommodating other guests that were 
determined to party into the early hours. However, the band emerged strong, and was rewarded with a 1st 
place in the MSR and and a 3rd place in march selection. The band was placed 1st overall, winning the 
South African Championships (Gr 4). 
 



Shongweni Farmers Market Concert - Durban Regiment Pipe Band took part in the KZN Piping and 
Drumming Societies concert fundraiser held at the Shongweni Farmers Market on the evening of 30 June 
2018. Spectators were treated to an evening of pipe band music and highland dancing displays, in the cosy 
surrounds of the farmers market hall. The event assisted in raising much needed funds, which are used to 
subsidise the costs of holding the Natal Scottish Gathering. Thank you to all who supported.  
 
Natal Scottish Gathering (NSG) - NSG was held at the Shongweni Farmers Market on the morning of 30 
June 2018. In addition to the pipe band competitions, spectators were treated to a massed band display, 
impressive celtic dancing displays, and an address to the haggis. PMB Callies, 1 Med and Durban Regiment 
Pipe Bands braved the early morning chill to compete in the band contest. Durban Regiment Pipe Band 
was placed second in both the MSR and March selection, and second overall.  
 
The drum corps was pleased to welcome side drummer Andy Turrell to is ranks, who attended his first band 
event in uniform, and is now an official member of the band. Well done Andy!  
 
Durban Regiment was also represented in the solo piping events at NSG. Craig McNair competed in his 
first solo piping competition, and put on a solid performance. Luke Seaborne also represented the band for 
the first time in uniform at NSG, and put on a top notch performance for the judge in the novice slow air 
competition. The band is also very proud of Sarah Colville, who won two 1st places and one 2nd place in the 
novice piping section. Well done to all!       
 
Shongweni Gathering and Concert - Pipe band enthusiasts will be treated to a whole day of pipe 

entertainment on 30 June 2018, with the Natal Scottish Gathering to be held from 8am at the Shongweni 
Farmers Market, and an afternoon pipe band concert to be held from the same venue at 4pm (gates open 
at 3pm). Attendance at the pipe band competition (which will feature both solo piping and drumming, as 
well as band competitions and a massed band performance) is free. An entry fee will be applicable for the 
concert, which is intended to raise funds for the KZN Piping and Drumming Society. Click here to download 
a brochure for the concert.     
 
Pretoria Highland Gathering - Competing members of Durban Regiment Pipe Band headed up to Pretoria 
to take part in the 2nd championship competition on 16 June. The event was held in the scenic surrounds 
of the Pretoria Boys High School, and included most of the competing bands from across South Africa. 
Durban Regiment Pipe Band competed the Grade 4 section, and was placed 2nd in the March Selection, 
3rd in March Strathspey and Reel, and 4th overall. The band will be heading up to Benoni in July to take 
place in the 3rd and final championship competition, which will determine the overall pipe band rankings in 
2018.. After competing in the first two championship competitions, the band is currently sitting at 2nd place 
overall in the championship tables, 2 points behind current leaders (Knysna and Districts, Grade 4).     
 
Royal Wedding - Congratulations to HRH Prince Harry and Megan Markle, who were married in Windsor 
on 19 May 2018.  Durban Regiment Pipe Band were able to join in the festivities, by taking part in a 
extravagant private party held arranged Durban. Guests were donned in traditional British morning suits 
and summer dresses, and were able to watch the wedding live on a big screen. Entertainment included 
spectacular decoration, Harry and Megan lookalike's in full wedding outfit, and even the queen! The event 
was clearly very much enjoyed by everyone that attended, including the band. Thank you to the organiser, 
and wishes of happiness and prosperity to the wedding couple. 
 
South Coast Highland Gathering - The South Coast Highland Gathering (SCHG) was held at Hutcheons 
Park in Amanzimtoti on 28 April 2018. SCHG is first South African championship pipe band competition of 
2018, and is one of three championship competitions which are compulsory for all pipe bands wanting to 
maintain a graded status with Pipe Band Association of South Africa (PBASA). Paul Brown was brought in 
as an international judge for the occasion. Durban Regiment competed in the Grade 4 section against five 
other bands, and was placed second. Well done to the Lions Club for organising another fantastic gathering. 
In addition to the band competitions, there were once again three rugby fields packed with exciting stalls 
and entertainment, and many thousands of happy spectators passing through. Corrie Stevens also 
represented the band in the solo drumming competitions that were held on Sunday.   
 



Flame Lily Competition - The first pipe band competition of 2018 comprised a regional contest held at 
Flame Lily  Park on 14 April 2018. The event was open to the public, and included a flea market and other 
displays. Four pipe bands took part (1 Med A, 1 Med B, Pietermaritzburg Caledonia and Durban Regiment). 
Durban Regiment was placed second.    
 
Dunsmore and Stevens Challenge - The annual Dunsmore and Stevens Piping and Drumming 

Competitions were held at UMR Military Base on 10 March 2018. Six teams of pipers took part including 
bandsmen from PMB Callies, 1 Med, and NMR Pipe Bands. Corrie Stevens and Ken Mustard represented 
Durban Regiment.  Joe and Nancy Dunsmore attended to present the trophies to the winners. 

 
END OF 2018 NEWS  

 
 
 
 
 


